Esculin hydrolysis by Vibrio vulnificus.
A clinical isolate of Vibrio vulnificus was found to hydrolyze esculin when tested on bile-esculin-azide agar during the initial characterization of the strain. Reports in the literature of esculin hydrolysis by V. vulnificus are conflicting. We tested herein 52 strains of V. vulnificus from clinical and environmental sources for the ability to hydrolyze esculin. Seventy-eight percent of the strains hydrolyzed esculin on bile-esculin-azide agar, whereas all strains of V. vulnificus tested were positive for esculin hydrolysis in a noninhibitory medium, whereas some strains failed to hydrolyze esculin on media containing inhibitory compounds.